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Chapter 1-5

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

amphibious [am fib’ € as] ad]. able to function on both land and water

audible [0’ da bal] adj. able to be heard

hummocks [hum’ aks] n. small, rounded hills

turbulence [tur’ bya lans] n. irregular air motion, especially as felt by airplane passengers

wince [wints] v. to shrink back; to flinch

LITERATURE AND WRITING

Many people believe that if they have a positive attitude, good things will happen.

Think about a time when you used the “power of positive thinking.” Then write three sentences
explaining how your positive attitude led to something good happening.




Chapter 6-12

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

dormant [do’ r’ mont] adj. asleep; inactive

eddy [ed’ e 7] v. to move in a current contrary to the main current
flue [flu 7] n. a passage for allowing flame and smoke to escape
gratify [grat’ o f 7i] v. to please; to satisfy

ruefully [ro "o 7’ fal le 7] adv. with regret

staff [staf] n. a stick carried for support while walking

LITERATURE AND WRITING

Suppose that Brian has a pencil. To help sort out his feelings about his parents, he writes to one of them on a
piece of birch bark. Write the letter that Brian might write to his mother or his father. Keep in mind the issues
and the details that are revealed in the novel. Remember, too, that for certain reasons, Brian does not want to tell
his father the Secret.




Chapter 13-21

VOCABULARY PREVIEW

corrosive [ka ro’ siv] adj. having the power to weaken or destroy gradually
fuselage [fu’ s la’ zh] n. the central body portion of an airplane
propel [pra pel’] v. to drive or push forward

sear [S€ ] v. to burn

LITERATURE AND WRITING

Describe Brian’s best personal attributes and how these attributes help him survive his ordeal in the wilderness.




